
City of Elkader 
Permit application for planting in the right-of-way 

 
For the purposes of this application, “parking” means that part of the street not covered by 
sidewalk and lying between the lot line and the curb line or, on unpaved streets, that part of 
the street, lying between the lot line and that portion of the street usually traveled by 
vehicular traffic. 
 

     
 
 
Before starting this application, property owners need to know where their lot lines are. Lot 
lines are not measured off the center line of the street or X feet from the curb.  
 
Please use the Assessor’s website to determine the location of your lot lines and the 
dimensions of your lot: 
https://www.claytoncountyia.gov/149/Assessor then towards the bottom there is a link to 
Real Estate Search Beacon; Beacon will take you to a site where you have to indicate state 
and county, and then using your name or address search for your property. When you find 
your property, at the top of the page there is a tab for “map.”  Click on the map. That will 
show light blue lines around your property. Those are the lot lines.  
In the two examples above the lines appear orange or red.  
 
PLANTING GUIDELINES 
 
The purpose of these guidelines is to promote improved and healthy tree growth conditions while 
avoiding site obstruction and conflicts with utilities.  All trees planted in a street, park or public 
place shall be of a species that is clean, strong and long-lived.   
 
Residents seeking to plant a tree shall comply with the following: 
1.   Alignment. All trees planted in any parking shall be planted in the parking midway 
between the outer line of the sidewalk and the curb. In the event a curb line is not 
established, trees shall be planted on a line 10 feet from the property line. 
2.   Spacing. Trees shall not be planted on any parking that is less than nine feet in width, or 
contains less than 81 square feet of exposed soil surface per tree.  
 
Trees shall not be planted closer than 20 feet from street intersections (property lines extended) 
and 10 feet from driveways. There shall be 40' between large trees and 20' between small trees.  
 



If it is at all possible, trees should be planted inside the property lines and not between the 
sidewalk and the curb. 
 
General guidelines:  

 Short lived tree species, trees with weak wood, trees which create a site obstruction or trees 
which have excessive mess are prohibited.  

No person shall plant in any parking: 
 any fruit-bearing tree 

o or any tree of the kinds commonly known as: cottonwood, poplar, box elder, Chinese 
elm, evergreen, willow, black walnut, Siberian elm, black locust, tree of heaven, 
evergreens, autumn olive, female ginko, Catalpa tree or ash.  
 

~PLEASE NOTE: No plantings of any kind are allowed in the Iowa DOT right-of-way. 
Any questions can be directed to (as of 5/19/2025): 
Nick Sorenson 
Engineering Operations Technician 
District 2 Engineering Staff- Mason City 
641-394-3161 office  
Nicholas.sorenson@iowadot.us 

 
Every permit shall include: 

 a sketch of the work to be done (location of tree and measurements from curb, lot line, 
driveway, intersection or other trees)  

 the species,  
 sizes and locations of trees or shrubs to be planted,  
 and location of utilities. Permit applicant shall initiate the Iowa One Call for utility locations. 

 
Name of property owner: 
 
Signature: 
 

 
 

Address of property owner:  
 

Best phone to contact 
property owner: 

 

Type of tree(s) to be planted:  
 

Size of tree(s):  
 

Please include a sketch 
(see attached for example) 

 
 

Have utilities been located 
through Iowa One Call? 

 

Approved/denied:  
_____________________________________ 
Public Works Department 
 
Date: _________________ 
 

 
Permits expire one year from date of issue. 



ROW enlarged What is the length of the ROW? 

What is 
the 
width 
of the 
ROW? 

How many feet from curb? 

How many feet from lot 

How far from intersecƟon (if applicable)? 

How far from driveway (if applicable)?  

How far between trees? 

tree 


